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Richard Allcroft standing 
for IWRF President 
…………………………………………………………………………………………

In March I announced I would be standing for the position of 
President of the International Wheelchair Rugby Federation 
(IWRF).  I've been involved with wheelchair rugby for over 
20 years and I've acted in various positions, not least as an 
IWRF Board Director for the last six years.

When I made the announcement I informed you that I would 
be sending out monthly newsletters through until the General 
Assembly  in  August.  This  is  the  first  edition.  I  will  be 
releasing my manifesto and vision for the future of IWRF in 
May.  This  will  outline  my  aspirations  for  the  organisation. 
During the period of this campaign, I would like to speak to 
all of the IWRF member nations and I would welcome you to 
contact me with your thoughts about both the national and 
international development of wheelchair rugby.

Please keep in touch and follow my campaign - I am 
keen to hear you views! 
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Who am I? 

48 years old from Sheffield, 
United Kingdom. 

I was an active player from 
1993 – 2006 being a member 
of the Sheffield and 
Nottingham clubs and 
selected for the British team 
training & competing at the 
elite level for three years. 

I was appointed as the IWRF 
Technical Delegate for the 
London 2012 and Rio 2016 
Paralympic Games. My 
proudest moment to date was 
taking the Paralympic Oath on 
behalf of all technical officials 
during the opening ceremony 
at the London 2012 Games. 

Thank you John 

Whilst I was at the recent IWRF 
Qualification Tournament, I 
had an opportunity to speak 
with my friend and colleague 
John Bishop. I know that John 
announced publicly that he will 
be stepping down from the 
position of IWRF President in 
Sydney in August. I'd like to 
thank him for his commitment  
to the sport and for the many 
discussions we have had both 
personally and on behalf of 
the IWRF over the last few 
years. 

IWRF PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDACY NEWS 

Richard Allcroft
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On the road, attending the IWRF World 
Championships Qualifying Tournament 
It was a great opportunity for me to attend the Qualification 
Tournament in Switzerland earlier in April. The tournament 
offered the final four slots for the World Championships. The 
competition was always going to be exciting and I was able to 
watch nations compete who I had not seen previously. This 
was the first time that a qualification tournament was being 
held for our Worlds and the international calendar definitely 
needed more opportunities for competition across the zones.

As a new person to the social media world, I tweeted out my 
congratulations at the time and would like to offer this again 
to Ireland, Colombia, Poland and New Zealand. Recognition 
should also be given to those nations that travelled for the 
tournament  and  no  doubt  left  disappointed.  I  hope  your 
travels home were safe.

Whilst in Switzerland, I got the opportunity to speak with 
some of the nations both individually and those representing 
the IWRF membership. It is very important to me that as an 
individual my role is to act on behalf of the membership and 
where required to provide leadership and direction in the best 
interest of our sport. The IWRF will be developing its next 
strategy in late 2018 / early 2019 for the upcoming years and I 
would  like  to  hear  your  thoughts.  Plans  are  already  being 
made to consult  with you all  at  the General  Assembly and 
conference on August 11th and 12th.

Meu amigo,  Luiz Claudio, ABRC President and myself having 
a break during a Brazilian game.
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World Championships 

I hope that as many nations as 
possible are able to attend 
Sydney.  

I say this not just because I will be 
looking for your support but it is 
the opportunity to challenge and 
discuss with “your” Board of 
Directors how the sport is being 
run and to be part of the future 
direction. The Board need to hear 
the issues that are affecting you.  

I know that as we look at 
international competitions it is a 
huge challenge for all nations 
around both the cost to host and 
travel. Competition is the core to 
sport and we need to maintain it 
both in its standards and 
frequency. How we continue this 
will be one of the most important 
challenges to us all. 

Nomination deadline 

May 11th - I’d encourage 
countries to put forward people 
who have the relevant skills and 
experience for the IWRF 
positions.  

Europe needs more 
representation and it’s the 
largest zone. If you’re interested 
download the documents at 
iwrf.com.

Swiss LOC, TDs & John Bishop 


