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Wheelchair Rugby players join roster of world-class BT Ambassadors 
 

Jim Roberts and Ayaz Bhuta are latest recruits to BT programme supporting disability 
sport  

 
BT today announced that GB Wheelchair Rugby players Ayaz Bhuta and Jim Roberts have 

joined its roster of BT Ambassadors, further reinforcing its commitment to disability and 

Paralympic sport. Bhuta and Roberts join other world-class athletes including Jonnie 

Peacock, Hannah Cockroft, Ben Rowlings and Julie Rogers.  

BT is a long-term supporter of disability sport in the UK and its Ambassador 

programme includes elite sportsmen and women who work with BT to raise awareness of 

disability sport and drive engagement. 

Ayaz Bhuta, who was born with Roberts Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder that 

affects the growth of bones in the arms and legs, began playing Wheelchair Rugby in 2009. 

He was selected for the GBWR Development Squad in 2011 and has since gone from 

strength to strength. He was part of the team that came fifth in the World Championships last 

year.  

Jim Roberts was a Welsh Cross Country Runner and caught bacterial meningitis 

whilst an under graduate at Coventry University which resulted in the amputation of both his 

legs. He was introduced to the sport of Wheelchair Rugby by a nurse who supported his 

rehab whilst in hospital. He was picked for the development squad in 2012 and his GB debut 

was in 2013 at the European Championships. Roberts currently plays on both sides of the 

Atlantic – for Phoenix Heat in the winter and London WRC in the summer. For the last two 

seasons he achieved a clean sweep, winning the US Quad Rugby Association nationals in 

the USA, and the GB Nationals at home. 

With the BT GB national team currently ranked No1 in Europe and 5th in the world, 

Bhuta and Roberts are focusing on the team’s next two crucial competitions - the European 

Championships in Finland in September, and the BT World Wheelchair Rugby Challenge at 

the Copper Box Arena in London from 12th to 16th October, where the BT GB team will face 

seven of the world’s top nations. 

Ayaz Bhuta said, “I switched from Wheelchair Basketball to wheelchair rugby 

because the physical elements of the sport suited me more. Over the years I have put in 

hundreds of hours of training and I’m proud to now be competing as part of the BT GB team. 

I’m thrilled to have been selected as a BT Ambassador. Having their support is invaluable as 



 
it allows me to really focus on training and the team can go to international competitions 

knowing we’re as prepared as we possibly can be.”  

Jim Roberts said, “I have always been very active so I knew that sport was going to 

play a big part in my rehabilitation. Some of us are born with a disability, others like me 

acquire it later in life. For many people I know, having the opportunity to give a sport a go is 

a huge part of their recovery. That’s why I’m thrilled to have been picked as a BT 

Ambassador. Not only will BT’s support help me as an athlete, but hopefully I can inspire 

others to give sport a try. Without BT’s support and commitment, this simply wouldn’t 

happen.” 

David Pond, Chief Executive of Wheelchair Rugby, said, “This is such an exciting 

time for Wheelchair Rugby and our partnership with BT will help take our take our sport into 

a whole new and exciting period of development. BT’s support of Paralympic and disability 

sport is unparalleled and I’m delighted that two of our players have joined the BT 

Ambassador team.” 

Suzy Goodman, Head of Brand Partnerships, BT Group Marketing & Brand, said, 

“We’re thrilled to be welcoming these two world-class athletes to the BT Ambassador team. 

We look forward to following their progress, not only as they face two of the biggest 

competitions in their career this autumn, but also as they look ahead to 2016. This is an 

exciting time for Wheelchair Rugby and BT is thrilled to be playing a role in helping the sport 

to grow.” 

Earlier this year, BT announced a three-year partnership with GB Wheelchair Rugby 

(GBWR), by becoming its Official Principal Partner, as well as the Official Communications 

Partner. Through this partnership BT will work with GBWR to continue the transformation of 

the sport and drive levels of engagement. BT is also supporting several GBWR community 

programmes to increase participation in Wheelchair Rugby. 

BT is a long-term supporter of disability sport in the UK and is the founding partner of 

the British Paralympic Association. 
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Tickets are now on sale for the BT World Wheelchair Rugby Challenge, which takes place 
from 12th to 16th October at the Copper Box Arena, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London - 
http://www.wwrc15.com/    
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Nick Rewcastle at Run Communications 
nick.rewcastle@runcommunications.co.uk / 07872 058 221 

http://www.wwrc15.com/
mailto:Julie.burley@runcommunications.co.uk


 
 
BT Press Office: 
newsroom@bt.com / 0207 356 5369 
 
About BT 

BT’s purpose is to use the power of communications to make a better world.  It is one of the 

world’s leading providers of communications services and solutions, serving customers in 

more than 170 countries. Its principal activities include the provision of networked IT services 

globally; local, national and international telecommunications services to its customers for 

use at home, at work and on the move; broadband, TV and internet products and services; 

and converged fixed/mobile products and services. BT consists principally of five customer-

facing lines of business: BT Global Services, BT Business, BT Consumer, BT Wholesale 

and Openreach.  

 

For the year ended 31 March 2015, BT Group’s reported revenue was £17,979m with 

reported profit before taxation of £2,645m. 

 

British Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of BT Group plc and 

encompasses virtually all businesses and assets of the BT Group. BT Group plc is listed on 

stock exchanges in London and New York.  

 

For more information, visit www.btplc.com. 

 
About GB Wheelchair Rugby 
GB Wheelchair Rugby is a registered charity (No1130038) and the National Governing Body 
for Wheelchair Rugby in Great Britain. It receives funding from UK Sport and the Lottery to 
support its elite programme and team for the Paralympic Games, and from Sport England to 
assist in providing sporting opportunities for disabled people. It is supported by the Rugby 
Football Union which provides for its head office at Rugby House, Twickenham. 
www.gbwr.org.uk  
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