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Gloucester Rugby Taster Sessions

Wheelchair Rugby is coming to Gloucestershire this month 
with Gloucester Wheelchair Rugby teaming up with GBWR 
to run two taster sessions on the 12th and 19th of August. 

The sessions are open to any physically disabled person 
aged 16 and over, beginner or pro, male or female as the 
Titans look to add more players to their team. 

Gloucester, who began competing in our BT Super Series 
competition in 2014 are now looking to strengthen as they 
have established themselves in Division Two over the last 
couple of seasons. 

Leisure at Cheltenham will be the venue with the full address 
as follows; Leisure at Cheltenham, Tommy Taylors Lane, 
Cheltenham, GL50 4RN. 

Experienced coaches will run the sessions and chairs and 
equipment will be provided and will run between 12pm-2pm 
on Saturday 12th and Saturday 19th of August. 

Volunteers and non-wheelchair users are also welcome to 
come along. 

If you are interested in attending please register by 
contacting the Gloucester Rugby Community Outreach 
Coordinator; Nicole Talbot, 01452 872273, 
NicoleTalbot@gloucesterrugby.co.uk

Alison and Nigel Holgate have organised a charity fundraiser 
to raise money as part of the #saveGBWR campaign.

The pair have put together a wine tasting evening at the 
Chorley Sporting Club on Friday 8th September and will be 
hosted by GBWR player Stuart Robinson (pictured below)

Not only will there be plenty of wine on offer, there will be live 
music, antipasti and a raffle with tickets for the event costing 
£15 per person. 

For more information or to buy a ticket, please contact Alison 
Holgate at aliholgate@sky.com or 07525753543.

Wine Tasting night in Chorley

Welcome Norfolk Knights

GBWR would like to welcome the Norfolk Knights to our 
growing list of clubs up and down the country. The team, 
based in East Anglia will begin training on August 5th 
following the arrival of their new Roma wheelchairs and 
securing a training venue at the Wymondham Leisure Centre. 

David Pond, CEO of GBWR said: “It’s fantastic that we are 
now reaching out to East Anglia and providing opportunities 
to play in a new part of the country. We will be looking to 
support the Knights and help them get fully established and 
look forward to seeing them take part in future competitions.”
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Five years ago Andrew Kennedy had to give up playing rugby 
union following a broken leg and damage to his knee. Three 
years later he began his strongman training and in 2016, the 
40-year-old from South Shields became the UK truck pulling 
champion.

Now in the build up to defending his title in August 2017, 
Kennedy has set himself a fundraising target of £2,500 with all 
proceeds going to GBWR to help get the national team to the 
2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo.

Kennedy said: “Having seen that GBWR had their funding cut 
and hearing about what the athletes and their supporters go 
through to compete I felt that it would be great cause to try 
and help. Rugby has given me so much and still does and so 
I see this as my chance to try and do something to give back 
to the rugby family.”

Following UK Sport’s decision to cut all funding for wheelchair 
rugby, GBWR have been relying on donations from the public 
and have raised over £35,000. The funding decision has 
jeopardised GBWR’s chances of competing in Tokyo. After 
winning the European Championships in Germany last month, 
we automatically qualify for the 2018 World Championships 
in Sydney, with the prospect of not having to funds to enter a 
team.

“Having seen some of the stories about what the athletes 
have gone though, I find it truly inspirational and I am proud to 
at least in a small way help them to get to where they deserve 
to be.” Continued Kennedy.

“I was looking for a new challenge as I missed the competitive 
side of playing and I was enjoying the strength elements of 
my training and a friend who is now also my coach suggested 
giving strongman a go.”

He clearly has rugby running through his veins. His success 
at the strongman events are a testament to his years on the 
pitch and skills he learnt as a tight head in Darlington have all 
contributed to allow him to become a truck towing champion. 
This year he is confident that he can retain his title and reach 
his fundraising goal.

“It is going to be a tough competition and there are some 
exceptional competitors but I am confident that I can be in 
with a shout of defending my title as I am getting technically 
better at the events and hopefully getting stronger!”

To donate, please visit Andrew’s Just Giving page to help him 
reach his target: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-kennedy19

UK Strongman to raise £2,500 for GBWR

Molly set to run 2000 miles for GBWR

We are incredibly touched by all the donations and 
fundraising of individuals to help our sport following UK 
Sport’s decision to cease all funding for our sport. 

Molly Smith is just over a month into her year-long challenge 
to run every day for 365 days to raise money for the 
#saveGBWR campaign. Sister of GB Development player 
Jack Smith (pictured above), Molly is already over halfway to 
her target of £2,500. 

Turning 28 this month, Molly is racking up about 40 miles per 
week so over the year she will have covered around 2000 
miles all in aid of GBWR. 

“I think the funding cuts are a huge injustice and I feel it’s so 
unfair to take opportunities away from the team. I know my 
fundraising will be a drop in the ocean of the total needed to 
get the team to Tokyo but I can’t sit by and do nothing.” Said 
Smith. 

As part of her challenge, Molly will be running the Great 
North Run for the 11th time in September as well as 
lining up a few full marathons in the next few months. 
The physiotherapist from Gateshead ran her first London 
marathon earlier this year and doesn’t look to be slowing 
down in her fundraising efforts.

To donate, please visit Molly’s Just Giving page follow the 
link below: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/molly-
runs-365


