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BT WWRC tickets now on sale!
Tickets are now on sale for the first BT World Wheelchair
Rugby Challenge that will take place in the Copper Box Arena
at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park between 12th-16th
October.
Just search for BT World Wheelchair Rugby Challenge on
www.ticketmaster.co.uk
Tickets are priced from as little as £5 to £45.

Coombes wins regional award
GBWR would like to congratulate Ospreys WRC player Ieuan
Coombes for winning the Monmouthshire Sport Awards
sports personality of the year award.
The one pointer won the award for his work with the
Monmouthshire sports development team.
His work involves helping young people get involved in
disability sports and he has been volunteering with the
development team since he was 17.
Speaking after receiving the award, the Ospreys man said:
“It was a massive honour for me as there were some very
impressive local people up for the award.
“I am so fortunate to do what I do and I love helping other
disabled people get the most out of sport.”

Officials day a success
The second officials training day went extremely well.
GBWR put on a second session following the success of
the first training day in July. The day was held at the Queen
Alexandra College in Birmingham and GBWR would like to
thank them for their support in supplying the venue.
The day saw some great wheelchair rugby games for the
new officials to test their skills and we would like to say a
huge thank you to our experienced tutors Dave Woods,
Simon Starr and Sue Aldridge for their help and dedication.
We are still welcoming new referees and table officials into
the wheelchair rugby family. If you are interested please get
in touch via our website or Amanda Thomas at
amanda.thomas@gbwr.org.uk.

Canterbury Taster Session & Open Day
Canterbury Wheelchair Rugby Club are hosting a taster
session on October 4th as well as an open day on
November 1st.
The club are looking to recruit some new players and
volunteers as they grow following their first season as a
team. Chairs will be provided for the session with coaching
from Steve Brown (GB 2012 Paralympic captain and current
coach of Canterbury WRC).
Having already completed one session in August, the club
will be putting on another day on October 4th, taking place
between 12:45pm-4pm.
The club will also be hosting an open day on Sunday 1st
November, starting at 12 noon.
Brown’s side will play Storm in a friendly match and there
will also be a taster session for new players.
The event is free and the club would like to get as many
people as possible to attend.
The full address for the sessions is: Life Style Fitness, The
Canterbury Campus, Knight Avenue, Canterbury, Kent, CT2
8QA.
For more information please contact Brian Pitchford at
brianpitch@sky.com

Bulls invitational tournament
The North East Bulls are hosting their annual invitational
tournament, featuring Marauders, RGC, Crushers, Crash &
Burn.
Entry is free for spectators and all are welcome!
Where? The tournament will be held at Sedgefield
Community College, Hawthorn Rd, Sedgefield TS21 3DD.
When? Action gets underway at 9am on Saturday 3rd Oct
and finishes on Sunday afternoon.

Destroyers beaten by Sharks
Team Solent Sharks edged out the recently established
Dorset Destroyers 61-36 in a friendly match in Poole.
This was the second time the two sides had come up against
each other in a matter of months, with both teams drawing
36-36 in a thrilling encounter in April.
Gary Banks picked a strong team to face the Destroyers, with
former GB duo Aaron Phipps and Myles Pearson featuring, as
well as new signing Ciaran Pryce, who has joined the Sharks
from Scottish side Caledonian Crushers.
The Destroyers had some talent in their own squad to, with
Luke White featuring for the home side, as well as youngster
Charlie Williams.

BT WWRC Community Festival
GBWR will be putting on a free Community Festival ahead of
the 2015 BT WWRC. The event is a celebration of GBWR’s
inclusive community programme and is a FREE event.
We would like to invite local people, visitors and the
international rugby family to enjoy exciting activities in the
heart of the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.
Come and see why the Copper Box Arena is known as the
‘box that rocks’- the doors will be open for all to get involved
on Sunday 11th October, from 9.30 through to 4pm.
Free festivities will include opportunities to try the sport,
watch live games and meet Paralympic players.
The festival programme will also be packed with special
cultural activities created in partnership with local people
and volunteers. Come and join the Active People in the
Active Park.

Williams got his first taste of BT Super Series action last
season when he represented Team Solent Hammerheads at
the final league weekend in April.
It was the team’s first ever home match at the Rossmore
Leisure Centre in Poole and the game was a competitive one
which was enjoyed by everyone involved.

QUIZ
Test your wheelchair rugby knowledge with these ten
questions. Answers are at the bottom of page three, but no
cheating!
1. What country hosted the 2015 European Championships
in September?

6. What team won the 2014/15 BT Super Series Division
Three?

2. Which team won the 2015 BT National Championships
Cup in May?

7. What was previous name of RGC WRC?

3. What club does current GB player Alan Ash play for?
4. What city were the 2008 Paralympic Games held?
5. What year were the North East Bulls formed?

8. Who is the GB Head Coach?
9. Solve the anagram to unveil the playerNBBSUHLLAUISU
10. Who won the 1.5 Best in Class award at the 2015 BT
National Championships?

Yorkshire Lions Taster Session
Yorkshire’s newest team, the Yorkshire Lions are hosting a
taster session as they hunt for new players and volunteers.
The session is open to any player with a physical impairment
over 16, male or female, beginner or pro. Chairs will be
provided.
Where and when? John Leggott College, Scunthorpe, DN17
1DS on Saturday 17th October 1pm-4pm.
Please contact yorkshirelions@gmail.com OR
jo.arnold@gbwr.org.uk to find out more.

Fan Zone Events
GBWR’s regional development team is working closely with
partners across the country to create more opportunities for
people to try wheelchair rugby.
In Milton Keynes, Brighton, Exeter and London, exciting
wheelchair rugby activities are taking place in the fan zones
and with the hosts of local Rugby World Cup trophy tours.
GBWR aims to engage fans and give them the opportunity to
build unforgettable experiences as part of their own Rugby
World Cup 2015 story. Come and join us in the fan zones.
The final event will be at Northernhay Gardens in Exeter.
More details are to follow so keep an eye out on the GBWR
website.

Tigers Taster Sessions
Marauder Tigers Wheelchair Rugby Club, which runs the
Leicester Tigers and Marauders wheelchair rugby teams, is
looking to expand in Northampton!
These sessions are open to any potential players with mobility
impairments in the upper and lower body aged 16 and over,
beginners and pros, males and females! Volunteers are also
very welcome.
The four sessions will take place between 10am-1pm on the
10th, 17th and 24th October at Northampton University.
The full address is Northampton University, Everdon Sports
Hall, Park Campus, Boughton Green Road, Northampton,
NN2, 7AL.
Contact MTWRC secretary Agata Pryl at secretary@mtwrc.
com for more information.
If possible, please let Agata know if you are interested before
attending a session.

Getting to know...
Charlie Hetherington
Team:
Gloucester WRC
Age:
21

Best of Social Media
GBWR’s Nathaniel Holland looks at at some of the 2015
Rugby Union World Cup tweets from those connected with
our sport in recent weeks!

Favourite Food:
Chicken ramen
Sporting Idol:
Ronnie O’Sullivan
Favourite sport away from Wheelchair Rugby:
Snooker
Hopes for the future:
Get into the GB Elite squad one day and compete at a high
level
Proudest moment in Wheelchair Rugby:
Winning the most valuable player award at my first ever
Super Series weekend.
A fun fact about yourself:
I can recite the whole first season of Gavin & Stacey off by
heart.

Contact Us
@GBWRNews
Quiz Answers
1) Finland 2) Storm 3) West Coast Crash 4) Beijing 5) 2002 6) Gloucester 7) North
Wales Dragons 8) Paul Shaw 9) Bulbul Hussain 10) Coral Batey
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EDF Energy Wheelchair Rugby Tournament
Team Solent Sharks won the inaugural EDF Energy invitation
wheelchair rugby tournament, hosted by Gloucester WRC.
Newly promoted Gloucester organised the six team round
robin which included Westcountry Hawks, Ospreys WRC,
Canterbury WRC and Stoke Mandeville Maulers, as well as
Sharks and Gloucester.
Gary Banks’ Sharks edged out Ospreys 37-28 in the final
after some impressive victories against Canterbury and
Maulers.
The hosts Gloucester managed to win the third placed
play-off against the Maulers, who called upon former GB
Wheelchair Rugby Paralympic captain Bob O’Shea in their
team.

EDF Energy and the University of Gloucestershire for their
continuing support as well as the help we get from our
GBWR RDO Paul Arnold.
“We are a relatively new team, and as such we learn a lot
from tournaments like this and the talent of the experienced
teams and players involved. We hope that everyone enjoyed
the day as much as we did!
“We would also like to thank everyone who was involved
from the teams, to ‘Leisure @ Cheltenham’ for the venue, and
Jon Nutman for providing brilliant commentary.
“And one last mention must go to the Barnwood Trust who
kindly funded the ‘Mobiloo’, which meant that there were
toilets and changing facilities for the players.”
Picture- @SolentSharks

Hawks and Canterbury played it out for fifth and sixth with
Hawks coming out victorious with a 35-27 score.
Gloucester’s Charlie Hetherington won the most valuable
player award for the tournament.
Nicky Mathew, Gloucester WRC Secretary said: “We at
GWRC are indebted to our partners Gloucester Rugby,

GB Win European Championships
Jim Roberts was the hero for Great Britain as they won the
European Championships, beating defending champions
Sweden 49-48 in overtime.
With just one second on the clock remaining, Roberts
managed to secure the victory for Paul Shaw’s side.

BT WWRC Preview
It’s here. October 2015 means just one thing in the world of
wheelchair rugby, the BT World Wheelchair Rugby Challenge.
With GB fresh from winning the European Championships last
month, the nation will be hoping that Paul Shaw’s side can
compete with the world’s best.
Seven of the top ten ranked teams in the world will be
competing when the competition comes to the Queen
Elizabeth Copper Box Arena on October 12th. 17th placed
South Africa complete the eight-team line up.
GB share Pool B with world number one side Australia, Japan
and France whilst New Zealand, USA, Canada and South
Africa will compete in Pool A.
Shaw’s side will start their tournament with a game against
France on Monday 12th October before facing Australia 24
hours later.
Their final Pool game with Japan is on Wednesday 14th
before the placing games and medal matches on the final two
days of the competition.
Tickets are still available, see page one of this newsletter for
more information.

GB also clinched qualification to the 2016 Paralympic Games
in Rio following their 53-50 victory over Germany in the semifinal match.
Wins against France (53-52), Belgium (57-33) and Sweden
(63-47) in the group stages rounded off a successful trip
ahead of the upcoming BT WWRC.
Jonathan Coggan (0.5) and Roberts (3.0) picked up best in
classification awards for the tournament whilst Ireland and
Gaelic Warriors teen Thomas Moylan (pictured above left) was
awarded the most valuable player award.
Ireland managed to finish sixth in the tournament, their best
ever finish and Moylan managed to score 202 goals in five
matches.

Super Series 2015/16 Previews

Here is part three of the BT Super Series Team previews.
This month we focus on Leicester Tigers, Ospreys WRC,
Marauders and Crushers.
If any players from teams yet to be previewed want to help
with this feature please contact Nathaniel Holland at
nat.holland@hotmail.co.uk or via Twitter @natholland1

Established: 2013
Division: One
Last Seasons league position: 2nd Division One
Highest ever league standing: 2nd Division One 2014/15
2015 National Championships: 5th (Cup)
Player to Watch: Alex Smart

Ospreys WRC
GBWR caught up with Ospreys 1.0 player Ieuan Coombes
(pictured right) ahead of the new season.

Leicester Tigers
GBWR caught up with Tigers and GB 1.5 player Nick
Cummins (pictured left) ahead of the new season.
What are your expectations for Leicester Tigers?
“We did very well last season, especially considering that it
was our first year in Division One. We had the the youngest
starting line-up in the league last year so there’s plenty of
scope for us to improve. We will also have some new faces
on our team and will be aiming for a top two finish again.”

Established: 1989
Division: Two

What are your expectations for Ospreys?

Last Seasons league position: 3rd Division Two

“With this being our first full season as Ospreys, I think it will
be important to keep and maintain the good reputation that
the Ospreys Rugby Union brand has and hopefully with that,
hard work will turn into victories throughout the season.”

Highest ever league standing: 4th Division One 2012/13

Established: 1985
Division: One
Last Seasons league position: 5th Divison One
Highest ever league standing: 4th Division One 2013/14
2015 National Championships Position: 6th (Cup)

2015 National Championships Position: 11th (Cup)
Player to Watch: David Anthony

Marauders
GBWR caught up with Tigers and GB 3.0 player Paul
McDerby (pictured left) ahead of the new season.
What are your expectations for Marauders?
“After an injury hit season last time out, we’ve been working
hard on recruiting and up skilling our development players
and our main goal is to break into the top four.”

Player to Watch: Gavin Walker

Canterbury
GBWR caught up with Canterbury 2.0 player Omar Foster
ahead of the new season

Established: 2013
Division: Two

What are your expectations for Canterbury?

Last Seasons league position: 2nd Division Three

“We want to prove ourselves in this division. I believe that
the team have exactly what it takes to compete in our first
season in Division Two.”

Highest ever league standing: 2nd Division Three 2014/15
2015 National Championships Position: 1st (Shield)
Player to Watch: Tim Scott (pictured above)

