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West Coast Burn came out victorious at the North East Bulls 
invitational tournament last month. 

The five-team event, which consisted of a mixture of teams 
from all three Super Series divisions, was a close affair with 
Burn taking the trophy on points difference.

Burn were joined at the tournament by Bulls as well as 
Marauders, Crushers and RGC as all the teams managed to 
get some competitive game time ahead of the new BT Super 
Series season.

It was a hugely competitive weekend and Burn had to borrow 
a couple of guest players having only being able to bring a 
limited squad to the tournament.

Burn, Bulls and Crushers all finished the weekend with three 
wins and one defeat meaning that Burn just nicked it with a 
+44 points difference.

Bulls finished second with Crushers in third whilst RGC came 
fourth and Marauders in fifth. 

Ryan Cowling picked up the MVP award for Burn and the 
North East Bulls would like to thank all the teams who 
participated. 

Burn win invitational tournament London taster sessions
Wheelchair Rugby is hitting the capital every Wednesday 
from November 4th to December 16th.

Based in South West London, the sessions will take place 
between 18:00-20:00 and are open to any disabled person 
aged 16 wanting to try something new. You don’t need to be 
a wheelchair user to take part and coaching and chairs will 
be provided. 

The sessions will take place at Feltham Community College, 
Browells Lane, Feltham, Middlesex, TW13 7EF.

To register, contact GBWR Regional Devlopment Officer 
Paul Arnold at paul.arnold@gbwr.org.uk or by phone at 
07872664927.

The event flyer can be downloaded from gbwr.org.uk in the 
News and Events section of the website.

7th/8th November- Division Two- Leicester

28th/29th November- Division One- Stoke Mandeville

16th/17th January- Division Two- Stoke-on-Trent

23rd January- Divsion Three- Stoke Mandeville

6th February- Dvision Three- Leigh

13th/14th February- Division One- Stoke-on-Trent

20th February- Division Three- Staines-upon-Thames

5th March- Division Three- Leigh

2nd/3rd April- Division One- Wolverhampton

9th/10th April- Division Two- Stoke-on-Trent

16th/17th April- Division Three- Stoke-on-Trent

Key Super Series Dates



QUIZ
Test your wheelchair rugby knowledge with these ten 
questions. Answers are at the bottom of page three, but no 
cheating!

1. What venue was the BT WWRC15 held at?

2. What city is hosting the opening Super Series weekend?

3. Which GB star won the best 0.5 award at the WWRC? 
 
4. How many teams will compete in the 2015/16 BT Super 
Series Division Three?

5. What team does Raymond McCowan play for?

6. Solve the anagram to unveil the player-
Y N D T V I H A D O A N

7. Where is GB captain Chris Ryan from?
 
8. What country does Ryley Batt represent?

9. What classification is Leicester Tigers and France star 
Sebastien Lhuissier 

10. Who is the Ospreys WRC head coach?

GB finish 5th in BT WWRC15 as Canada become world #1

Great Britain consolidated their world rankings position with 
a fifth place finish at the BT WWRC15 in October.

The tournament, hosted over five days at the Copper Box 
Arena in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, was won by 
Canada who beat USA 54-50 in a thrilling final.

Paul Shaw’s side were fresh off the back of becoming 
European champions and were in high spirits leading into 
their first challenge of the week against France.

Canada and USA kick started the week in style with the 
eventual winners Canada taking a one-point victory winning 
58-57 before GB hit France for ten with a 55-45 score.

GB were in action just 24 hours later when they faced the 
then world number one side Australia. A valiant effort with 
inspired performances from Ayaz Bhuta and Jim Roberts 
wasn’t quite enough as they lost out by two points with the 
score ending 57-55.

It was all to play for on day three as GB took on Japan. GB 
were able to show spells of brilliance but Japan had been in 
great form and managed to secure their semi-final spot at the 
expense of the hosts with a 55-48 score.

This left the hosts to compete for the minor places with a 
game against South Africa on the penultimate day. South 
Africa, ranked 17th in the world used this tournament as a 

stepping stone in their development but GB showed their 
quality to take a huge 71-22 score line into the 5th/6th play-
off. 

The win against South Africa set up a rematch with France 
who had managed to see off New Zealand after losing all 
three of their pool stage games.

France fought all the way but GB were not going to slip-up 
and they ended their week with a 53-49 victory.

The biggest upset of the week definitely came from the USA 
in their semi-final encounter with Australia.

Ranked third in the world, USA played some amazing rugby 
to take a 57-54 win into the final with Canada.

The tournament produced a great spectacle of top class 
wheelchair rugby and GBWR would like to thank all those 
who made the event as special as it was.



Getting to know... 
Martin Beddis
Team: 
Liverpool Lions

Age:
42

Favourite Food: 
Chicken schnitzel

Sporting Idol: 
Sir Bobby Robson

Favourite sport away from Wheelchair Rugby: 
Football (Ipswich Town fan)

Hopes for the future:
Recruit more players for Liverpool and gain promotion

Proudest moment in Wheelchair Rugby:
Getting the grant to allow me to set up my own side- the 
Liverpool Lions

A fun fact about yourself:
My wife and I will be appearing on the TV quiz show 
Pointless over the Christmas/ New Year period

@GBWRNews

GBWR info@gbwr.org.uk

gbwr.org.uk

Contact Us 

Produced by - Nathaniel Holland- Twitter @natholland1

Quiz Answers
1) Copper Box Arena 2) Leicester 3) Jonny Coggan 4) Six 5) Caledonian Crushers 
6) David Anthony 7) Welwyn Garden City 8) Australia 9) 2.0 10) Paul Jenkins

Best of Social Media

GBWR’s Nathaniel Holland looks back at at some of the 
BT WWRC15 tweets from those connected with our sport in 
recent weeks!

Newsletter Correction

Following the EDF Energy tournament report in Issue #12 of 
Tip-Off, GBWR have been noted of a mistake made in the 
article.

Westcountry Hawks finished third in the tournament which 
was incorrectly reported at the time.

GBWR would like to apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by the mistake.

The Super Series is back!!
It’s back, the BT Super Series returns this month and it is bigger and better. Spread over three leagues, a new high of 20 teams 
will compete over the next six months to become league champions in their respective divisions.  

Last season was one to remember and this year is set to be even better with three new teams entering Division Three.

Liverpool Lions, Stoke Mandeville Maulers and Yorkshire Lions will compete in their first Super Series campaign alongside 
Crushers, Hammerheads and Woodbridge who complete the third tier.

The first weekend gets off to a bang in Leicester as the Division Two sides will get their chance to pit their wits against each 
other. The second tier will consist of Bulls, Ospreys and Hawks with the introduction of Burn who drop down from Division One 
alongside former Division Three duo Gloucester and Canterbury, who will get their first taste of Division Two action following 
promotion.

The weekend will take place at Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Leisure Centre, 50 Duns Lane, Leicester, LE3 5LX for the 
opening Division Two weekend on the 7th/8th November. Details of fixtures and team sheets now available on the website. 

November also sees the start of Division One matches when they go head to head in Aylesbury at the Stoke Mandeville 
Stadium. West Coast Crash will be looking to retain their title but they will be wary of threats from the likes of Storm, Tigers and 
Crusaders who were hot on their tales last time out. 

Sharks, Marauders, Warriors and RGC will complete the Division One line up when they go wheel to wheel in Aylesbury on the 
28th/29th November. Fixtures and team sheets will be announced on gbwr.org.uk shortly. 



Established: 1990

Division: One

Last Seasons league position: 3rd Division One

Highest ever league standing: 1st Division One 2013/14

2015 National Championships: 1st (Cup)

Player to Watch: Jim Roberts (pictured above)

Storm
GBWR caught up with GB captain and Storm 2.0 player 
Chris Ryan ahead of the new season.

What are your expectations for Storm?

“I feel storm have a great chance this season. We have some 
experienced players and some that are very new so it should 
be fun to be a part of! I think we can finish in the top three 
but ultimately our aim will be to win.”

RGC
Nathaniel Holland predicts that RGC can improve on their 
seventh placed finish last time out. 

“RGC have a great mix of youth and experience. French 
international Hivernat is an explosive player for the 
North Wales outfit alongside the leadership of former GB 
Paralympian Tony Stackhouse I think that they can push on 
and climb up the league.”

Established: 2014 (as RGC)

Division: One

Last Seasons league position: 7th Division One

Highest ever league standing: 5th Division One 2013/14

2015 National Championships Position: 4th (Cup)

Player to Watch: Jonny Hivernat (pictured above)

Super Series 2015/16 Previews Here is the final part of the BT Super Series Team previews. 
This month we focus on Storm, RGC, Hawks, Burn and 
Crushers.

Also featured are the three new teams in Division Three, 
Liverpool Lions, Stoke Mandville Maulers and Yorkshire Lions.

Established: 2010

Division: Two

Last Seasons league position: 4th Division Two

Highest ever league standing: 4th Division Two 2014/15

2015 National Championships Position: 12th (Cup)

Player to Watch: Faye West (pictured above)

Westcountry Hawks
GBWR caught up with Hawks teen Ed Larkin ahead of the 
new season.

What are your expectations for Hawks?

“We are hoping to place at least one place higher than last 
season and get into the top three. We have done well in pre-
season and if we work hard a top three finish is definitely in 
our reach.”

Caledonian Crushers
GBWR caught up with Crushers 1.5 player Jo Butterfield 
(pictured right) ahead of the new season

What are your expectations for Crushers?

“Last season was a massive disappointment for the Crushers 
seeing us relegated to Division Three. We have been training 
hard to make amends and our goals are firmly set on doing 
everything we can to gain promotion. Despite losing a few 
key players we have number a new players in the mix and are 
excited to see their development.”

Established: 2011

Division: Three

Last Seasons league position: 5th Division Two

Highest ever league standing: 4th Division Two 2012/13

2015 National Championships Position: 2nd (Shield) 

Player to Watch: Gemma Lumsdaine



Established: 2012

Division: Two

Last Seasons league position: 8th Division One

Highest ever league standing: 7th Division One 2013/14

2015 National Championships: 10th (Cup)

Player to Watch: Mikey Fraser

West Coast Burn
GBWR caught up with Burn 1.0 player Ryan Sheridan 
(pictured left) ahead of the new season.

What are your expectations for Burn?

“I think our hopes and expectations should be to win as as 
many games as possilble after dropping down a league. 
However, our main expectation is to develop all our players 
so we can all progress and improve.”

Liverpool Lions
GBWR caught up with Lions player/coach Martin Beddis 
ahead of the new season.

What are your expectations for Liverpool Lions?

“With a pre-season friendly win already against the Yorkshire 
Lions in Birmingham as part of the table officials training 
course, we hope the league season will prove successful and 
we hope to follow the likes of Gloucester and win promotion 
at the first time of asking.”

Established: 2014

Division: Three

Last Seasons league position: N/A

Highest ever league standing: N/A

2015 National Championships Position: N/A

Player to Watch: Tom Baines

Established: 2015

Division: Three

Last Seasons league position: N/A

Highest ever league standing: N/A

2015 National Championships Position: N/A

Player to Watch: Sam Dickinson

Stoke Mandeville Maulers
GBWR caught up with Maulers and former GB captain Bob 
O’Shea (pictured left) ahead of the new season.

What are your expectations for Maulers?

“We were formed with the help of London WRC and consider 
ourselves as their little brother and development side. We 
all love the camaraderie and thrill of our sport and are very 
excited at the prospect of entering Division Three of the 
league this season.”

Yorkshire Lions
Nathaniel Holland gives his thoughts to how this new team 
are going to fair this season.

“I think this is going to be an exciting year for the Lions as 
they head in to their first year of the Super Series. It will be an 
interesting mix in Division Three with some new teams and 
some established sides so the Lions will have to be on top 
form to compete.”

Established: 2015

Division: Three

Last Seasons league position: N/A

Highest ever league standing: N/A

2015 National Championships Position: N/A 

Player to Watch: Neil Foulds
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