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Division Two returns to action

Division Two will be returning for another packed weekend of
rugby in Fenton Manor Sports Complex, Stoke-on-Trent.
North East Bulls are currently sitting at the top of the table
after a perfect opening weekend in Leicester in Novemeber
2015.
Newly promoted Canterbury are not far behind in second as
they look to keep the pressure on Bulls.
Burn, Hawks and Ospreys all have nine points and are
separated on points difference with Gloucester hoping to
record their first win of the season and jump off the bottom
spot.
The weekend will take place on the 16th-17th January in
Stoke-on-Trent. It is a free event for spectators and GBWR
would like to invite anybody to come along and see some
entertaining encounters.
For anybody new to the sport, Division Two is comprised of
six teams and every team plays each other once across one
weekend of fixtures. This is then repeated for a further two
weekends. The winner gains promotion to Division One and
the bottom placed team will be relegated to Division Three.
Teams take three points for a win and one point for a loss
with no draws as the games go into overtime to determine a
winner.

New look Division Three
With Division One and Two already well underway in this
2015-16 BT Super Series season, it may have gone under
the radar that the six teams competing in the third tier are yet
to play a game.
With the division doubling in size from three teams to six,
the league has got a fresh new format. Three teams will
compete in the Northern section (Caledonian Crushers,
Liverpool Lions and Yorkshire Lions) with the remaining three
teams (Woodbridge Warriors, Team Solent Hammerheads
and Stoke Mandeville Maulers) to compete in the Southern
section.
There will be two Northern and two Southern fixture days
before all six sides will meet in a final weekend in April.
January 23rd sees the Southern based sides going headto-head at the Stoke Mandeville Stadium, Guttmann Road,
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, HP21 9PP and is a free event
for spectators.
The first Northern fixtures will take place on February 6th at
Leigh Sports Village, Leigh Sports Stadium, Sale Way, Leigh,
WN7 4JY. This is also a free event.
Hammerheads will want to get their season off to a good
start following relegation from Division Two and the
Southampton based side will face tough competition from
Warriors and Maulers.
Woodbridge, who failed to win a single game in their first
competitive season will have worked hard in the off season
and can hopefully draw on the experiences of the last
campaign to put some early points on the board.
This will be basically a home fixture for the Maulers who, led
by former GB star Bob O’Shea, will be getting their first taste
of Super Series action.

London taster sessions
As we now enter 2016, Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby is
continuing to deliver taster sessions up and down the country.
Ilford, London, will host the next session on Sunday January
17th for any person aged 18 and over with a disability.
The session will take place between 14:30-16:00 at Frenford
Youth Club, The Jack Carter Centre, The Drive, Ilford, IG1
3PS.

Vince loving life as a ref

Contact a.dear@frenfordclubs.org for more information and to
register your interest.

Being a referee or table official in this ever-growing sport
can be challenging yet certainly fulfilling. We at GBWR are
always on the lookout for fresh talent to add to our officials
ranks and newbie Vince Donohoe (pictured above) is loving
life on court.
Having spent 37 years refereeing basketball, Vince has
taken the leap over to wheelchair rugby in late 2015 and
was thrown straight into the deep end, being involved at the
GBWR community day at the Copperbox Arena.
“Refereeing at the Copperbox was an eye opener. It’s a
great venue and it was my first chance to practice what I
had trained for in the youth tournament”, he said.
It has been quite a journey in a short space of time for
Donohoe, who has now been involved in the Super Series in
Division One and Two all within a matter of weeks.
He added: “I can’t emphasise more that if people want
to get involved then just get in touch as there is always
something happening with the sport.”
“I have been involved in basketball and cycling but this
sport is hugely refreshing because it is a whole community.
You are not just interacting with the fellow officials, it’s the
players, coaches, volunteers, and everyone is just there for
a great weekend when it comes to working at the Super
Series.”
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Thomas Moylan
Team:
Gaelic Warrirors
Age:
17
Favourite Food:
Pizza
Sporting Idol:
Brian O’Driscoll

So if this is something you would like to get into, then read
below for more information.

Favourite sport away from Wheelchair Rugby:
Rugby Union

Officials recruit in full swing

Hopes for the future:
To play and get a medal at a Paralympic Games

The New Year for the GBWR officiating team began with an
Officials Clinic which took place at the QAC Birmingham on
Saturday 9th January. The clinic was very well attended by
both table officials and referees, new and experienced.
The morning consisted of a wheelchair rugby rules test,
and also a fitness/beep test for the referees. The afternoon
allowed for information sharing and discussions on the levels
of officiating and the GBWR officiating pathway.

Proudest moment in Wheelchair Rugby:
Qualifying and representing Ireland at the European
Championships
A fun fact about yourself:
I love awkward silences

Contact Us

The clinic was well received and special thanks go out to
Dave Woods and Sue Aldridge for their work and support.
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GBWR are actively recruiting new officials, if interested please
contact Amanda Thomas - amanda.thomas@gbwr.org.uk
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