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JASON LEONARD ANNOUNCED AS FIRST PATRON FOR GREAT BRITAIN 

WHEELCHAIR RUGBY 

 

GBWR has announced the appointment of Jason Leonard OBE as its first Patron.  Leonard, current 

President of the RFU, was one of the most successful England Rugby players, winning Grand Slams 

in 1991, 1992, 1995 & 2003; the 2003 Rugby World Cup and a British and Irish Lions Test series (on 

the 1997 tour of South Africa). 

 

Leonard’s appointment furthers strengthens the relationship between the able-bodied game and 

wheelchair rugby, and sees him join England international Mike Brown, who is an ambassador for the 

sport.  One of the first activities of his new role will be to present international caps to the 12 

Wheelchair Rugby athletes selected to represent Paralympics GB in Rio later this year.   

 

The presentation of international caps follows a long rugby tradition and is very special for the 

athletes, GB Captain Chris Ryan comments, ‘To have a rugby legend like Jason Leonard join as our 

Patron and present our caps is awesome - we are looking forward to getting on with the tournament 

and showing what we can do against the best.’ 

 

Kevin Aitchison, Chairman of Trustees GBWR comments, ‘Jason embodies all of the values we as a 

sport and a charity hold dear.  He is widely respected and his leadership, humility and ability to 

inspire others makes him a valuable asset to have on board’.  

 

Leonard comments, ‘It’s an honour to be asked to be the first Patron of this amazing sport.  I first got 

to know the game when I was squeezed into a chair to take part in a charity event at Hazlemere Rugby 

club back in 1991.   It’s the most exciting of sports to watch and I am always inspired by those who 

play the game’.  

 

The event will take place at 10.30am on Friday 22nd July at Mandeville Place, in front of the Copper 

Box Arena, where media will have the opportunity to speak to Jason Leonard and the GBWR squad 

representing Paralympics GB at Rio 2016. 

 

 

For further information, press passes and interviews etc 

 

Media Notes: 

 

GREAT BRITAIN WHEELCHAIR RUGBY 

Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby Limited (GBWR) is the National Governing Body (NGB) for 

wheelchair rugby in England, Scotland and Wales. It is a National Member Organisation (NMO) of 

the International Wheelchair Rugby Federation (IWRF).  The Principal Commercial Sponsor for 

GBWR is BT. The RFU provides many support services for the sport and GBWR also has 

partnerships with a number of able-bodied clubs including Saracens, Harlequins, Gloucester and 

Woodbridge.  GBWR receives government and National Lottery funding from Sport England and UK 

Sport, in addition to partner support and sponsorship and charitable donations.  Its mission is to lead, 

promote, grow and sustain wheelchair rugby for the enjoyment of all, inspiring and achieving 

excellence in everything it does. 

www.gbwr.org.uk 

 


