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Update: #saveGBWR
We are so proud of the GB team who won the European 
Championships in Germany last month! The team now 
automatically qualify for the World Championships in Sydney next 
year and our attention of course turns back to finding the funding 
to get them there.

The #saveGBWR campaign has now raised over £34,000. Thank 
you so much to each and every person who has raised money 
or donated via our JustGiving campaign: https://www.justgiving.
com/campaigns/charity/greatbritainwheelchairrugby/savegbwr

It is crucial that we get the team to Australia and beyond that to 
Tokyo. If you can spare a few pounds or would like to fundraise 
for the GB team, please donate via the link or contact 
lucy.knight@gbwr.org.uk, our Head of Fundraising, to find out how 
you can get involved.

Many thanks from all at GBWR, we can’t do it without you!

#saveGBWR

GB win sixth European gold medal

Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby made history last 
month, winning an unprecedented sixth IWRF European 
Championships gold medal following a 49-41 victory over 
Sweden.

Winning the tournament now means that the squad have 
automatically qualified for the 2018 World Championships in 
Sydney, Australia.

Captain Chris Ryan told the GBWR official website: “I feel 
amazing and what a performance against Sweden. As 
reigning champions we had to come here and defend the title 
and I am so proud of us all.”

The game was close throughout the opening stages, with 
nothing to separate to two teams with the score at 12-12 after 
the first quarter. Sweden star man Tobias Sandberg was a 
constant threat for Sweden as he ensured the score was tied 
with a last second point.

It was still anyone’s game in the second quarter, with the two 
teams going point-for-point all the way to half time with the 
score locked at 25-25. In an excellent team performance, Paul 
Shaw’s men started to ramp up the pressure in the third

quarter and managed to put a three-point gap in the score as 
they entered the final eight minutes.

“Sweden are such a calm and clever team and it took us 
a while to break them down, but we got there in the end.” 
Added Ryan (pictured above, right).

As the seconds ticked on, GB put in a solid final quarter to 
really stamp their authority on the game and end the game 
with an eight-point margin.

The final was a repeat of the 2015 competition, which GB 
just managed to win by a single point, really highlighting how 
far the team have come since that tournament in Finland two 
years ago.

Ryan continued: “We know we are getting better because we 
are working so hard. To win that game with no player over a 
2.5 is massive for us. I am so proud and I can’t really find the 
words.”

GB enjoyed an unbeaten tournament, winning all of their 
Group B games with victories against Poland (57-32), Ireland 
(65-27) and Denmark (60-47) before knocking out France (54-
41) in the semi final match. 



Every Sport Matters
GBWR has joined ten other sports to call for a new 
approach to the investment into Olympic and Paralympic 
sport.

As has been widely reported, UK Sport stripped wheelchair 
rugby of its entire investment for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games even though it acknowledged that GB had medal 
potential, but arguing that there was ‘not enough money to 
go around’.

The non-funded sports have now come together and 
believe that while the existing approach to National Lottery 
funding of Britain’s Olympic and Paralympic sports has been 
successful in winning medals, it has disenfranchised many 
of the country’s elite sportsmen and women, creating a two-
class system that runs counter to Olympic and Paralympic 
ideals.

David Pond, Chief Executive at GBWR says “It is not right 
that a whole group of athletes have been disenfranchised 
by this ugly decision. It represents a betrayal of the declared 
London 2012 legacy and creates a system of ‘have and have 
nots’ just at a time when sport could have an even greater 
role in promoting social cohesion. Ultimately this is taxpayer 
and lottery funding and I just do not believe the public 
support the removal of all funding in this way”. 
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Getting to know... 
Faye West
Team: 
Westcountry Hawks

Age: 
20

Favourite Food: 
Chocolate

Sporting Idol: 
Tanni Grey-Thompson 

Favourite sport away from Wheelchair Rugby: 
Wheelchair Tennis

Proudest moment in Wheelchair Rugby:
Getting the best in classification award at a Super Series 
weekend

A fun fact about yourself:
At parties people like to call me legless (a pun reference to 
being drunk)

He became a European Champion aged just 21. Canterbury’s 
Ollie Mangion had a GB debut to remember as he helped his 
nation claim their sixth European gold medal. 

Having only started playing the sport in 2014 for his 
hometown club Canterbury, Mangion showed early potential 
in the BT Super Series Division Three, helping Hellfire to 
promotion to Division Two at the end of their first season as a 
team. 

After some solid displays for the Kent side in Division Two, 
Paul Shaw took a chance on the youngster, calling him up to 
the squad to play in Koblenz last month. 

He played a part in every game leading up to the final and 
he picked up his winners medal following the victory over 
Sweden. 

Mangion said: “It has been a fantastic experience. I have been 
really fortunate to be selected for the squad to compete and 
obviously make my GB debut. I have really enjoyed my time in 
Germany.”

Speaking about his progress within the sport Mangion added: 
“I am still learning the ropes and seeing how everything 
works. I have really enjoyed the experience of being around 
these high level players and learning from them and hopefully 
that will make me a better player.”

Mangion: “It was a fantastic experience”

Sauerbier: “It is good to play against 
some of the best players in Europe”

The BT Super Series has attracted a host of international stars 
to come over to the UK and compete for one of our many 
domestic clubs that make up the three Super Series Divisions. 

Players from France, Denmark, Germany and Ireland regularly 
come and compete including German international and Team 
Solent Sharks player Jens Sauerbier (pictured above, red). 

Speaking after the BT National Championships in May, 
Sauerbier told ‘Tip-Off’: “Playing in the UK helps me develop 
as a player. The performance level is much higher and 
the professionalism is higher here than it is at club level in 
Germany. Everyone knows what they are doing and it is just 
well organised from the staff members and the coaches and 
it is not always like that in Germany. Personally, it is good for 
me to play against GB players because they are strong and 
well known in the world and it is good to play against some of 
the best players in Europe.”

Pi
ct

ur
e:

 K
ar

ol
 M

al
ec


