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Dragons move a success

The North Wales Dragons have recently made the switch 
to Glyndwr University, Wrexham, following the closure of 
Plas Modoc Leisure Centre. A launch was held on the 17th 
October to mark the new relationship between the university 
and the Dragons.

The launch included a demo game with West Coast Crash 
as an opportunity to showcase the sport to local people and 
businesses. The Dragons special guests included Walker 
Smith Way Legal, a local firm who have sponsored the team 
and provided them with new kit.

There was also a chance for students from the local military 
prep college and the North Wales Rugby academy players to 
try out the sport in a ‘have-a-go’ session.

Disability Sport Wales was represented by Gerwyn Owen 
and there were also development officers from across the 
northern regions in attendance. The Dragons were presented 
with their Insport Ribbon Award which they have recently 
obtained through Disability Sport Wales.
  
The event was very well attended and was very successful, 
enabling the Dragons to showcase wheelchair rugby along 
with forging good links with local organisations and raise 
awareness for the club and recognise the support they are 
receiving from Glyndwr University.

Hertfordshire Youth Programme

The Super Series is back!

Throughout October and November, GBWR are running a 
programme for disabled youngsters aged between 10 and 16 
in Hertfordshire. In partnership with Saracens Rugby Football 
Club, sessions will take place on the 1st, 8th and 15th of 
November between 11am-1pm.

With the first three sessions already proving to be a hit in 
October, the sessions will take place at the YMCA Watford 
and District, Highfield Park Centre, 59 Russett Drive, St 
Albans, Herts, WD4 0DB.

For any more information, please contact Kirsty Clarke - 
kirsty.clarke@gbwr.org.uk.

It’s that time of the year again and the Super Series returns 
for the 2014-15 season. The tournament comes to Fenton 
Manor in Stoke-on-Trent for the first time, and there is now 
a brand new Division Three to accommodate the new teams 
that have been established in the past 12 months.

Storm, who topped the Divsion One table last season, return 
to defend their title, whilst the 2012-13 winners Crusaders will 
want to improve from their sixth place finish last time out. 

The top tier will divide into two pools both comprising of four 
teams with Storm, Gaelic Warriors, Crusaders and Leicester 
Tigers in Pool A and West Coast Crash, Marauders, North 
Wales Dragons and West Coast Burn in Pool B.

Leicester won the Divsion Two title by eight points in their 
own city last year and were promoted at the expense of the 
North East Bulls.

The Division Two and Three fixtures take place two weeks 
later, again at Fenton Manor on the 22nd and 23rd November. 
The second weekend of action includes the three new sides 
that comprise the bottom division. The North East Bulls will 
be hoping to bounce straight back to Division One after 
dropping down a league, whilst the South Wales Pirates will 
want to improve their second place finish from last year. 

The other teams completing the second tier are; Solent 
Sharks, Hammerheads, West Country Hawks and the 
Caledonian Crushers. 

Turn over to see who will be competing in the all-new Division 
Three this month.
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Gloucester WRC
Wheelchair Rugby came to the city of Gloucester when 
GBWR helped to develop a partnership between Gloucester 
Rugby Club and the University of Gloucestershire. After 
running a series of taster sessions in the summer of 2013, 
which attracted a core group of ten local players, the 
university and rugby club took the project forward to develop 
a new team. Gloucester RFC have been invaluable at bringing 
in sponsorship from EDF energy, which helps with the running 
of the club and provided some chairs. The university provides 
a venue and a Sport England grant has provided another four 
chairs. The club has benefitted from a link with the South 
Wales Pirates that saw them train together during the summer 
in preparation for the Super Series. After a lot of work by the 
volunteers and the university team the club are ready to have 
their first taste of competition in Division Three.  

Canterbury WRC
Canterbury Rugby Club approached GBWR last summer in 
an attempt to set up a team for disabled players following the 
success of the 2012 London Paralympics. As a community 
club, they provided for all different types of rugby from 
juniors to elite as well as girls and women’s, but they had 
no wheelchair side. GBWR ran some taster sessions with 
the help of London Wheelchair Rugby Club and coached by 
Steve Brown. After a slow start there were soon ten players 
to start the team. They have been able to raise money 
through local fund raising and sponsorship that has allowed 
them to get enough chairs for the team. LWRC were really 
supportive and were able to lend them some old chairs so 
they could continue to train until they had their own. Steve 
Brown has continued to coach the team ahead of their first 
taste of competition in November.

Woodbridge Warriors
Woodbridge have been around for the longest of our three 
new clubs having started up in early 2013 following some 
taster sessions with GBWR. The club wanted to be more 
inclusive and be able to provide rugby to anyone in their rural 
community and GBWR were able to help them with the loan 
of some chairs to get them training. The local army unit have 
allowed the club to train and store chairs at Rock Barracks. 
The club have done some major fund raising, running a 
24 hours sponsored game, as well as gaining some local 
support to fund enough chairs for the team. The club is now 
going from strength to strength attracting new players from 
a wide area and looking forward to their first experience of 
competition at the Super Series.

New coaches wanted
GBWR are looking for new coaches to deliver wheelchair 
rugby programmes across the country. Coaches will be paid 
for the sessions with reasonable expenses also covered. 

If you are interested and would like some more information, 
please contact Paul Arnold at paul.arnold@gbwr.org.uk for an 
application form.
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