
 

 

Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby  

supporters of the GBWR league 

Annual General Meeting – GBWRA 

to be followed by 
Annual General Meeting – GBWR Ltd 

 

Date of notification - June 11, 2009 

Venue: Stoke Mandeville Stadium, Aylesbury 

Date: July 4th 2009 

Time: 5.30pm  

 

The following are the minutes for a double AGM.  

 

GBWR Association 

 

AGENDA 

 

Justin Frishberg agreed to Chair both AGMs. 

 

1. Apologies 

 

Apologies were noted from James Madden and Joe Goodhart. 

 

2. Accept agenda 

 

Members noted that the meeting had been titled GBWR AGM, and that this was 

misleading. The title of these minutes have been amended to address any 

confusion. 
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The Chair noted that the constitution required at 1/10 of the membership. 

Such numbers were clearly present. 

 

Members noted that reports and accounts from GBWRA were missing from the 

agenda and this was required under the constitution. The Chair apologised for 

this omission and asked that the Treasurer and other members of the Senior 

Management Team to give oral reports to the meeting. 

 

3. Minutes of 2008 AGM 

 

It was noted that Jan Barrow was missing from the minutes. The amended 

minutes were then proposed as a true and accurate record by Mark Fosbrook 

and seconded by Dave Woods. They were accepted by the meeting. 

 

4. Officers reports 

 

Treasurer The Treasurer noted that the audited accounts were awaiting to be 

signed off and that they would then be sent to the Charities Commission and 

would be a public document. He told members what balances were for the 

various different accounts, and explained how those accounts related to each 

other. He made points of clarification following members’ questions. 

Performance Manager The Performance Manager/Head Coach explained that 

the current priority was a search for high pointers who could make an impact 

in 2012. To that end the Performance Program was about to recruit a Talent ID 

Officer. They would also be recruiting for a Team Manager/Assistant Coach. 

Events Director The Events Director noted the successful sponsorship of the 

Coloplast League, and that although there had been difficulties the improved 

relationship was cause for optimism in the future. They also noted the 
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inaugural GB Cup to be hosted in Sheffield in August. If successful this would 

be a major event in future calendars. It was also noted the GBWR were in the 

process of bidding for the European Championships in 2011. 

Development Director The Development Director outlined the process of 

applying to Sport England (SE) for grassroots funding, and was glad to inform 

members that subject to SE criteria, they had agreed to fund Wheelchair 

Rugby £480k over the 4 years to April 2013. He was happy to see the West 

Coast Crash come to their first ever competitive tournament and this was 

cause for optimism for developing new clubs. In particular he noted work in 

Sheffield and Plymouth. GBWR are developing world class coaching courses. 

Members offered a vote of thanks for his work over the year. 

Chairman The Chairman thanked all the members of the SMT, and explained 

that their work provides a very strong base to move forward towards 2012. 

 

 

5. Moving to GBWR Ltd: Key Issues 

a. Reason behind proposed structure 

b. Role of Trustees 

c. Role of Senior Management Team (SMT) 

d. Role of Members 

e. Role of volunteers 

 

The Chairman outlined the main issues from the headings on the agenda. His 

discussion reflected the reasoning set out in the background paper which was 

sent out to members with the agenda. He emphasised the stronger governance 

structures with a charitable company, and the need from funders and sponsors 

for these structures. He noted that the Board of Trustees acted as a check on 

the work of the Senior Management Team who would be responsible for the 
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everyday functions of GBWR Ltd. Members would have similar powers at AGMs 

but that these would be in relation to the Trustees (i.e. voting Trustees off the 

Board, putting forward votes of no confidence) rather than in relation to the 

SMT. He also stressed that although many positions on the SMT would now be 

paid, there was still a strong role for volunteers. This was at all levels; SMT 

and within the SMT directorates, clubs and officials. 

 

6. Vote to move all GBWRA Business into GBWR Ltd 

 

This motion was passed with a show of hands. There was an overwhelming 

majority, with 4 abstentions. 

 

7. Dissolution of GBWRA 

MOTION 

“In accordance with Clause U of the GBWRA constitution, it is proposed 

that the Association should be dissolved forthwith, and any assets 

remaining after the satisfaction of any proper debts and liabilities should 

be transferred to the ownership of Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby Ltd 

(Charity number 1130038) , in the understanding that GBWR Ltd has the 

same objects as those of GBWRA” 

 

This motion was passed with a show of hands. There was an overwhelming 

majority. 

 

8. close of meeting 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting, noting the proud history of GBWRA and the 

exciting times ahead. 
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GBWR Ltd 

1. Accept agenda 

 

The Chairman noted that London Wheelchair Rugby Club had tried to put in 3 

motions under AOB. These had not reached the Secretary and so could not be 

tabled, but the Chairman believed they should be raised for discussion. 

 

LWRC had proposed fines for clubs hosting league weekends without shot 

clocks, and forfeited games to be scored as 20-0. They also wished to propose 

that there be player representation on the Board. The Chairman believed the 

first two questions were matters for the next club conference. Members were 

also reminded that anyone could put themselves forward to become a Trustee 

and that the Board would welcome any applications from players. 

 

2. Election of Trustees – members approval for Trustees to stand for three 

years on a rotational basis (Articles of Association 24 & 25) 

 

Acting Trustees were put forward according to the list in the background 

papers. Votes were by a show of hands. 

 

The following were elected unanimously. 

 Justin Frishberg 

 Kevin Aitchison 

 Paul Fieldhouse 

 Tony Manos 

The following were elected with some votes against. 

 Joe Goodhart 
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 James Madden 

 

3. 2009/10 League 

MOTION – also to be discussed at club conference on 26th June 

“for the 09/10 league which will comprise of 10 teams, motion is to run it 

in two divisions of five teams.” 

 

After some discussion there was an understanding that this proposal should be 

discussed at a later date, when proposals were more fully outlined and clubs 

had more room for discussion. 

 

The motion was put to the vote and defeated by a show of hands. 

 

4. AOB – must be submitted in writing seven days prior to AGM. 

 

5. Close of meeting 

 


